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Youth for COP 2025 is a global youth leadership initiative designed to strengthen climate literacy,
systems understanding, and communication skills among young people from the Global South, ahead
of COP30. What began as a regional capacity-building effort in the previous edition has evolved into
a global platform that brings together youth living on the frontlines of the climate crisis, equipping
them with the knowledge, tools, and confidence to meaningfully engage with international climate
processes. The programme places a strong emphasis on climate justice, regional equity, and amplifying
voices that are often underrepresented in global climate conversations.

The 2025 edition of Youth for COP engaged over 1,500 participants from more than 48 countries,
supported by 23 partner organisations and 27 expert speakers from across regions. Delivered over
a three-month period, the programme included six expert-led thematic sessions and two practical
workshops, covering key areas such as COP processes, climate finance, adaptation, biodiversity,
nationally determined contributions (NDCs), and just transition. Each session blended technical
inputs with moderated discussions and reflective written submissions, ensuring active participation
and deeper learning. The programme recorded consistently high engagement, with an average of 200
submissions per session and an overall 91% quality score, reflecting strong comprehension and critical
thinking among participants.

A defining feature of Youth for COP 2025 was its regional diversity and lived-experience-driven
learning. Participants shared first-hand accounts of climate impacts through written blogs addressing
issues such as heatwaves, flooding, water scarcity, biodiversity loss, food insecurity, and displacement
across Latin America, Africa, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and Small Island contexts. These experiences
helped to shed light on local realities, supporting peer learning and cross-regional solidarity. The
programme culminated in the production of 76 youth-authored blogs and 312 social media imprints,
collectively amplifying youth priorities, justice-based demands, and grassroots climate realities to
wider audiences.

Overall, Youth for COP 2025 contributed to building a more informed, confident, and connected
cohort of young climate leaders. By strengthening understanding of climate policy processes and
encouraging informed dialogue, the programme supported youth to engage constructively in climate
conversations leading up to COP30 and beyond, reinforcing the role of young people as informed
stakeholders in shaping equitable and inclusive climate action.
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The Youth for COP 2025 program has been a remarkable platform
to nurture informed, confident, and engaged young leaders from
across the Global South. This year, over 1,500 participants from
48 countries joined the program, deepening their understanding
of climate science, policy processes, and advocacy strategies, while
exploring practical ways to drive change in their communities.

Through expert-led sessions, workshops, and interactive
dialogues, participants gained insights into global climate
negotiations and the critical role youth play in shaping sustainable
futures. The program highlighted the importance of local
action, community engagement, and innovative solutions,
demonstrating that young people are not only raising their voices
but also taking tangible steps to address climate challenges.

This report captures the learning journey, experiences, and
achievements of the Youth for COP 2025 cohort, reflecting their
creativity, leadership, and commitment to climate action. It serves
as a testament to the transformative power of youth engagement
and the potential of collective action in advancing climate solutions.

| am inspired by the energy, dedication, and vision of these young
leaders. | hope their stories will motivate more youth to engage,
collaborate, and take meaningful action for a sustainable and
equitable future.

bt
Aditya Pundir

Director- The Climate Reality Project,
India & South Asia




Workshops:

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Two hands-on workshops enabled participants to put their learning into practice and strengthen
their advocacy voice:

Sessions:

e The first workshop focused on practical
Youth for COP 2025 launched on 25 July with a powerful opening session, setting the stage for six climate advocacy, helping participants
expert-led sessions held from late July to mid-October. Together, they created a rigorous learning translate insights from the training
journey that blended structured knowledge with meaningful creative expression. sessions into real-world action.

Each session delivered essential climate insights, backed by pre-session guidebooks and assignments
that deepened participant understanding. Three expert inputs in every session were followed by a

dynamic moderated panel, ensuring students could engage directly with specialists shaping global * The second workshop unlocked the

climate action power of creative communication, guiding

participants through arts-based climate
Assignments transformed learning into reflection, communication, and advocacy. With an average storytelling and the crafting of impactful

of 200 submissions per session and a remarkable 91% quality score, participants demonstrated both personal narratives.
commitment and a strong grasp of the climate negotiation process.

0]¢) 02 01

Sessions Workshops COP Debriefing Debriefing session:
Session

The COP Debriefing Session served as the concluding engagement, translating global negotiations

into meaningful takeaways:

Each session WO01- Creative Story 06 Experts
includes- Telling + e The session reflected on key outcomes of

01 Experience COP30 through perspectives from South
03 Experts WO02- Blog & Article sharing by Youth Asia, Southeast Asia, Latin America, and

+ Writing delegate to COP Small Island Developing States (SIDS),
01 Moderator

+

Guidebook
+

Assignment

highlighting shared priorities around
climate justice, adaptation, and finance.

e |t reinforced the growing role of youth in
climate diplomacy, emphasizing collective
learning, regional solidarity, and pathways
for sustained youth-led action beyond
COPR.

Phyllis Cuttino
President & CEO, The Climate Reality Project

| Ari Adipratomo Wijanarko(Indonesia)

66 \Weare proud that our India & SA Branch launched Y4C, a program building Youth leadership, skills and global
south solidarity through better understanding of global climate negotiations via sessions & workshops. With
support from our climate reality branches Africa, Latin America, Indonesia and the Philippines, this program
reflects what climate reality does best, uniting regions and voices in service of propelling much needed action
on climate. And we are gratified that powerful global and regional youth organizations are joining hands to
make this convening bigger & more impactful.

Speakers from 16 countries joined us for the sessions which brought

2 7 regional insights, research, civil society, and frontline climate activism.
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PROGRAM TIMELINE

T Session 1
Demystifying COP:

10th August 2025

Foundations & Futures

Session 2 23rd August 2025

Climate Finance & Justice -
Who's Paying for the Planet?

30th August 2025 | _€ssion3

Just Transition & Green Jobs
- Leaving No One Behind

P
Sessiond | .1 oo tember 2025

Adaptation & Resilience - From
Local Roots to Global Goals

27th September 2025 | goeosion

Forests, Biodiversity &
Indigenous Wisdom

Session 6
4th October 2025
NDCs 3.0 - Youth & the
Next Climate Commitments
Workshop 1
11th October 2025 My Voice, Our Movement - Arts-Based
Advocacy in Climate Justice
Workshop 2

e 18th October 2025

From Knowledge to Impact - Articulating

Youth Voices for Climate Action
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PROGRAM OUTCOME

Youth Led Advocacy

Global Network
IL DA

1500+ 200+ 76

This edition reached 1,500
youth from 48+ countries,a :
dramatic expansion from the :

On an average 200+
assignments per session
were submitted by the

Blogs were written by the
participants during COP30
voicing their opinions,

earlier South Asia focus participants highlighting climate change
issues
- s
P A -
\ < 17T

23 9% 67

organizations from the On an average the
Global South supported the : participants secured 91%
programme, reflecting strong : marks in their assignments

social media carousels were
created by the participants
during COP30 voicing their

international cooperation :  which included MCQs, MSQs opinions, highlighting climate
: and subjective questions :

change issues

48

The program saw participation from
48 countries focusing on South Asia,
South East Asia, Latin America
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TESTIMONIALS

Marjuk @ - 2 2+ Connect

Thank you for publishing my article on your website.
I'm honoured to share my insights on climate
adaptation and ocean conservation, especially in the
context of COP30. It's crucial that voices from the
Global South are amplified in global climate
discussions, and I'm grateful for this platform to
contribute to that conversation.

This opportunity has been a milestone in my journey
as a climate advocate and researcher. I'm deeply
inspired by the collective efforts of the #YouthForCOP
movement and the #ClimateRealityProject in bringing
attention to the urgent need for climate justice and
ocean conservation.

I'm especially proud to represent the voices of the
Global South, where the impacts of climate change
are felt most acutely. | hope this piece encourages
more dialogue and action towards meaningful
adaptation strategies that prioritize the needs of
vulnerable communities.

opportunity

# 4 MOHD SHAHREYAR@ -
Delhi Requires Better Air And Impactful Action

9 Constanza Moreno @ -

' ®
Here is my final assignment for the Youth 4 COP p m, which | joined in July
and that has ac panied me throughout th
Over the past few months, we have focused on exploring the challenges and
opportunities of addressing climate change from the perspective of the Global
South, with a focus on climate finance, i he need for international
cooperation. Ti proportionate climate impacts
on developi ati nd ] ential for an effective
respons

Thank you to The Climate Reality Project - India & South Asia f
apportunity to rej t Me: v for
strengthening my path as a climate advocate. @

#YouthForCOP
#ClimateRealityProject
#GlobalSouth

GUEST SPEAKERS

Dr. Ajay Mathur

Former Director General,

E'.EI| EMtoEv

thank you climate reality and
their partner for this awesome
and insightful program, @

Hanna Marcela Vidal Garza @ - 2rd

encing several disasters such as
the northern r n and

nt missing,

world!

apart. Hundreds of my fellow Filipinos are either dead or missing,
are left homeless and displaced.

o thank The Climate

ty to be part of this year's Youth for cohort. The learnings and

| gained throughout valuable t / growth as a

ate leader. To a healthier peo d planet £

International Solar Alliance

Aimee Oliveros

Interim Branch Manager,
The Climate Reality Project
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PHILIPPINES

The
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LATIN AMERICA

Sanjay Vashist
Director, CANSA
(Climate Action Network South Asia)

Itzel M. Lagunes

Interim Branch Manager,
The Climate Reality Project

LATIN AMERICA

Sofia Serrano

Engagement Lead
Climate Reality Project

[F—==
Courtney Morgan

Senior Campaigner,
The Climate Reality Project

| AFRICA |

Ari Wijanarko Adipratomo

Policy & Advocacy Manager,
The Climate Reality Project

Ethan Spaner

International Policy Senior Advisor
The Climate Reality Project

UNITED STATES




Vikrant Srivastava

Co-Founder,
Lead4Earth

INDIA

Bhavesh Swami

Lead, Clean Energy
TCRP India & South
Asia
INDIA

Nakul Sharma

Program Coordinator (Climate
Diplomacy & Negotiations)

CAN South Asia
INDIA

12

Project Associate for BIOFIN &

2%

Hemavathi S. Shekhar

Founder and Director,
Enact Earth Foundation

Md. Ekhtekharul Islam

Sr. Lecturer, Dept. of
Env. Sci. & Mgmt., IUB

BANGLADESH INDIA

Ajeng Rachmatika Dewi A
Climate Reality Leader -
Indonesia & Climate Finance
Enthusiast

Harjeet Singh
Founding Director, Satat
Sampada Climate Foundation

Fill The Fund Campaign

INDIA INDONESIA

Maxwell Beganim
Ecosystem Builder
Climate Reality

UNDP Bhutan Leader

Jamyang Selden

Small Grants Programme at

BHUTAN GHANA
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Anggi Putri Felipe Pino Jhalak Aggarwal
Environment Policy Program Coordinator Programme Associate
Planner FIMA NGO CEEW
INDONESIA CHILE INDIA

Rituraj Phukan Tolani Olawore Towrin Zaman Raya

Founder of Indigenous Founder Project
Peoples Eco-Ed Coordinator

Climate Justice Forum Connect ICCCAD
INDIA NIGERIA BANGLADESH

Pelden Lhamo Jayantha Wijesingha Archana Chatterjee

Asst. Environment Founding Member of Programme Manager

Officer Rainforest IUCN-India Country
Wangdue Phodrang Protectors of Sri Lanka Office
BHUTAN SRILANKA INDIA
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Ramson S. Karmushu

Founder
MIKIA

KENYA

P

Leya Zgheib
Project Coordinator
Ministry of Environment -
Lebanon

LEBANON

.
&7

Shrutija Saxena
Founder & Director
Kala Aur Vakalat

INDIA

Gretel Seet

Coordinator
GYBN Southeast Asia

SINGAPORE

Isaac Kwabena Danso

Assistant Programme Officer

Environmental Protection
Authority

GHANA

Jayashree Nandi
Senior Assistant Editor,
Hindustan Times

INDIA

Heeta Lakhani

Founder & Director
The ClimAct Initiative

INDIA

Amanullah Porag
Founder and
Executive
Director

BANGLADESH

(Y

Simran Pavecha
Community Lead
Youth Ki Awaaz

INDIA
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PROGRAM PARTNERS

&
’ African Climate Cli The Actm )

gﬁmﬁﬁ Reality Project Initiative Slobal Youth
South Asia Network
@ The Climate
Reahty Pro;ect @ The Climate @ The Climate
Rea,llty Progect Reahty PrOJect
P LN
. :
P oy 9 Green Lead
Yo

OUTREACH PARTNERS

% & Association of Professional Social Workers
2 | and Development Practitioners (APSWDP)

Rainforest Protectors

Centre for Youth

oo . Let’s Grow Together
E N\
(ol <= 1
COMMUNITY A
HYDERABAD ’ f" I A A‘_. # -
‘q\ OT' 117N NYCA
- res Py Ltd. Carius for Clemate: Caring for srsetoes

\\9( EXPLGRET

Ideation. Creation. Consvlfancy.

Aninitiative of Abhipsa Foundation

GREEN PLANET INITIATIVE
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The Climate
Reality Project
INDIA & SOUTH ASIA

The Climate Project Foundation

513-516, 5th Floor, Narain Manazil,
Barakhamba Road, New Delhi - 110001

Write to us at: youth4cop@gmail.com

Reach us at:

o climatereality.indsa @ @CR_INDSA climatereality.indsa

o climatereality-indsa @ climatereality-indsa




